Pastor’s Sermon Thought

The Highest Demands

The Lord is disappointed when His people place a low estimate upon
themselves. He desires His chosen heritage to value themselves according to
the price He has placed upon them. God wanted them, else He would not have
sent His Son on such an expensive errand to redeem them. He has a use for
them, and He is well pleased when they make the very highest demands upon
Him, that they may glorify His name. They may expect large things if they
havefaith in His promises.

But to pray in Christ’s name means much. It means that we are to accept His
character, manifest His spirit, and work His works. The Saviour’s promiseis
given on condition. ‘If you love Me,’ He says, ‘keep My commandments.” He
saves men, not in sin, but from sin; and those who love Him will show their
love by obedience.

All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart work with Christ. And
if we consent, He will soidentify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so blend
our hearts and minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we
shall be but carrying out our own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified,
will find its highest delight in doing His service. When we know God as it is
our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life of continual obedience.
Through an appreciation of the character of Christ, through communion with
God, sn will become hateful to us.
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